A caution regarding the use of low-molecular weight heparin in pediatric otogenic lateral sinus thrombosis.
Lateral sinus thrombosis (LST), a rare complication of otitis media, is managed by antibiotics, surgery and anticoagulation. Traditionally, post-operative anticoagulation has been achieved by intravenous unfractionated heparin followed by oral warfarin. Fractionated, or low-molecular weight heparin derivatives (LMWH) have been introduced recently. There has been minimal literature to date regarding their use for the management of LST. We present use of the LMWH enoxaparin (Lovenox) for otogenic LST in two children, both of whom experienced hemorrhagic complications. On this basis and in the context of a literature review, we urge caution when using LMWH for pediatric otogenic LST.